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4. — Critical and Miscellaneous Essays, by T. Babington 
Macaulat. Boston : Weeks, Jordan, & Co. Two 
Volumes. 12mo. pp. 456 and 496. 

These charming volumes are made up of contributions of 
Mr. Macaulay to the " Edinburgh Review," between the years 
1825 and 1837, with an Appendix containing two beautiful 
specimens of his poetical powers. The subjects of the pres- 
ent essays are, Milton ; Machiavelli ; Dryden ; History and 
Historians; Hallam's "Constitutional History"; Southey's 
"Colloquies on Society"; Lord Byron; " The Pilgrim's 
Progress " ; Johnson and Boswell ; Hampden ; Lord Burgh- 
ley ; Mirabeau and the French Revolution ; the War of the 
Succession in Spain; Walpole's "Letters to Sir Horace 
Mann; " the Earl of Chatham and his Times ; and the Life, 
Character and Philosophy of Lord Bacon. 

Many of these subjects, it is obvious, have wide relations ; 
all are treated with extraordinary sense, learning, force, wit, 
and eloquence. Indeed, we could not name the recent work, 
in which, within the same compass, is to be found an equal 
amount of entertainment and instruction. We remember, 
soon after the publication of the article on Milton, upon read- 
ing it in a retired part of Europe, where we had no means of 
becoming acquainted with its authorship, to have remarked 
that the "Edinburgh Review " had obtained some new contrib- 
utor, capable of sustaining, if not of increasing, the fame of its 
palmiest days. We still think that composition one of rare 
brilliancy, notwithstanding what we account the unsoundness 
of its theory ; but to our present mind, with all its beauty, it 
is the least striking piece in the collection. 

From the large variety of topics discussed, we had selected 
two or three, intending to make them the occasion of some 
extended remarks. Our arrangements for the present number 
have not admitted of the accomplishment of that purpose, but 
we do not abandon it. The book cannot fail of great circula- 
tion and popularity. The publishers have judged well in lay- 
ing it before the public in a convenient and tasteful form. It 
bears marks, on the whole, of careful editing, but after all is 
disfigured by a few unlucky misprints ; as, 

" Generalization is necessary to the advancement of knowledge, but 
particularly [read particularity] in the creations of the imagination." — 
Vol. i. p. 20. 

" The style of the Athenian had somethiug of the vagueness and 
tenor [read terror?] of the Oriental character." — Ibid. p. 39, 
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" Public events had produced an immense sum of money [read 
misery] to private citizens. The Northern invaders had brought want 
to their boards," &c. — Ibid. p. 119. 

"To people who are acquainted [read unacquainted] with real ca- 
lamity, ' nothing is so dainty sweet as lovely melancholy.' " — Ibid. p. 
42& 

"During the recess of 1774 [read 1744] the old Duchess of Marl- 
borough died."— Vol. n. p. 320. 

So in the beautiful Prize Poem upon Pompeii, the attaching 
of an asterisk to the wrong line causes Alboi'n and Attila to be 
represented in a note as the same person. These errors, we 
are bound in justice to say, are all, of any consequence, that we 
have remarked. Had we not been informed of the contrary, it 
would naturally have occurred to us, that some of them, at least, 
arose from the American edition of the " Edinburgh Review " 
having been placed in the compositor's hands. The wretched 
execution of the reprints of the English Reviews is the scandal 
of the American press. Luckily, from the nature of the case, 
we are not discredited by the circulation of such specimens of 
our handicraft abroad. 



5. — 1. An Account of the Visit of the French Frigate L'ArtSmise 
to the Sandwich Islands, July, 1839. Honolulu. 1839. 
8vo. pp. 62. 
2. Supplement to the Sandwich Island Mirror, containing an 
Account of the Persecution of the Catholics at the Sand- 
wich Islands. Remarks on an Account of the Transactions 
connected with the Visit of L'ArtSmise. Remarks on the 
Manifesto and the Treatment of the Missionaries. Hawaian 
Spectator, Vol. II. No. 4, Art. 4. January 15th, 1840. 
Honolulu, Sandwich Islands : R. J. Howard, pp. 100. 

The first of these pamphlets is from the pen of the Rev. 
S. N. Castle, one of the American Missionaries resident in 
the Sandwich Islands. It contains an account of the visit of 
the French frigate L'ArtSmise at those islands, and an argu- 
ment to prove the injustice and harshness of that remarkable 
proceeding. The other pamphlet is anonymous, but was writ- 
ten at Honolulu, and is a reply to the first. We have collect- 
ed from them, and from other sources entitled to confidence, 
what we believe to be the facts of the case, and think them 
of sufficient interest to be laid before our readers. 



